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South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control 

Advanced age predisposes the individual to development 
of pneumonia due to a less efficient cough reflex and 
changes in humoral immunity and cell-mediated immune 
function. The patient who is immunosuppressed due to 
disease state or treatment modality is also at increased 
risk for development of infection. 

The intubated patient is often a critically ill individual 
with many risk factors that contribute to the development 
of pneumonia. Risk factors for VAP can be classified as 
modifiable or nonmodifiable, as well as patient-related 
and treatment-related. 
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Microorganisms	  Associated	  with	  VAP	  
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Question VIII: Is it correct that the first step is a chest x-
ray finding? 
Correct. You are looking for a new or progressive and persistent 
infiltrate, consolidation, cavitation, or pneumatoceles. The other 
clarification comes with determining if the patient is with or without 
underlying disease. If the patient does not have underlying disease, one 
or more serial x-rays with one of the findings is enough. If the patient 
does have underlying disease, two or more serial x-rays with findings 
are necessary. 
In patients with pulmonary or cardiac disease, the diagnosis of 
pneumonia may be difficult. Again, in these difficult cases with 
underlying disease, serial chest x-rays must be examined to help 
separate infectious from noninfectious causes (e.g., pulmonary edema). 
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The  Next  Few  Teleclasses!

www.webbertraining.com.schedulep1.php 


