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SARS Outbreak in Taiwan 
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Device 
classification 

Device examples Disinfection 
Process 

Critical:  Enters 
sterile tissue or 
vascular system 

Surgical instruments, 
needles, implants, 
IUD’s, etc 

Sterilization 

Semicritical:  
Touches mucous 
membranes or broken 
skin 

Speculum, respiratory 
therapy equipment, 
laryngoscope blades, 
etc 

Intermediate or 
High-level 

Noncritical:  
Touches intact skin 

Stethoscope, exam 
table, blood pressure 
cuff, etc 

Low level 
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Staff Education 


