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Immunosuppression Haematology/Oncology, SOT 

Renal dialysis Healthcare contact 

Antibiotics 3GC, FQ, vanc, B-L/B-L inhibitors 

Underlying diseases Healthcare contact 

ICU Most studies 

LTCF ? Underlying disease or lack of prevention 

Single room Inadequate cleaning 

Prior hospitalisation Studies in tertiary centres 

15 

16 



Screening for vancomycin-resistant enterococci (VRE) ... Why bother? 
Prof. Hilary Humphreys, Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, Dublin 

A Webber Training Teleclass  

Hosted by Suzanne Rhodenizer Rose, Nova Scotia Health Authority 
www.webbertraining.com 

9 

Japan, 
observational 

All hospital 
admissions 

Initial ↑ prevalence 
but then fell 

Improved hand 
hygiene 

US, retrospective BSI in 2 hospitals, 
one that screens 

Higher BSI rate & 
cohort in non-
screening hospital 

Hospitals, similar 
but not controlled 

US, multicentre 
retrospective 

Admission & 
weekly ICU screen 

↑ detection - 

US, oncology unit 
Historical controls 

Admission & 
weekly screening 

Reduced BSI rates &  
costs 

Single centre 

Europe 13 ICUs 
cluster randomised 

Frequent 
screening 

Improved hand 
hygiene & 
chlorhexidine bathing 
most important 

Some patients 
not screened 
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• Dominant & widespread clones different to 
elsewhere? 

• Antibiotic use? 

• Animal-human antibiotic chain? 

• Greater patient vulnerability? 

•  Inadequate facilities &  health resources? 
26 
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No. of screens 1344 1525     1121   1288  1220 

+ ves     42       63         94        75      92 

+ves/10,000 bed days (BD)   1.96   2.94      4.06     3.18   3.85 

+ve blood cultures       2       11         18          8      11 

VRE BSI/10,000 BD   0.09    0.51      0.78      0.34   0.46 

J Hosp Infect 2010; 75: 228-233 
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June 13   (FREE Teleclass - Broadcast live from the 2016 APIC conference) 
 BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN RESEARCH AND PRACTICE IN LONG- 
 TERM CARE: AN INNOVATIVE MODEL FOR SUCCESS 
 Sharon Bradley, Pennsylvania Patient Safety Authority 

June 13   (FREE Teleclass - Broadcast live from the 2016 APIC conference) 
 BEING HEARD: THE INFECTION PREVENTIONIST AND THE  
 ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 
 Sharon Glowicz, Texas Health Resources, Presbyterian Hospital of Denton, Texas 

June 16 STRATEGIES TO REDUCE SKIN INJURY IN CRITICALLY ILL PATIENTS 
 Kathleen M. Vollman, Advanced Nursing LLC 

June 23    EXPLORING THE ROLE OF ENVIRONMENTAL SURFACES IN 
 OCCUPATIONAL INFECTION PREVENTION 
 Dr. Amber Mitchell, International Safety Center, and Barbara DeBaun, Cynosure Health 
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